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I am very pleased to welcome all of you, from Korea and other Asia-Paci�c countries, to the 

Seoul Academy of International Law. This is an international law program that the Center 

for International Law at KNDA offers this summer. The Center was established in November 

2013 to contribute to Korean government’s foreign policymaking through its systematic 

research on international law, and to nurture experts in this �eld. The launch of the Seoul 

Academy of International Law is part of the Center’s efforts to accomplish such missions by 

training and educating those working in the �eld of international law with up-to-date theories 

and practices on current international legal issues such as peace and security, law of the sea, 

international economic law and human rights, as well as international law in East Asia. I hope 

that the participants in the Academy will enjoy courses conducted by the world-renowned 

members of the faculty who will serve as both excellent teachers and mentors to the 

participants eager to immerse themselves in recent developments in international law for the 

next two weeks.

I also encourage all of you to take an opportunity to enjoy the stay in Seoul, the capital city of 

Korea for more than six hundred years. I am sure that Seoul will offer you abundant cultural 

experiences with a mixture of tradition and dynamism. Thank you.

Kak-Soo SHIN
Director

Center for International Law, KNDA
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COURSES

Seoul Academy of International Law (SAIL) is a training program 
organized by the Center for International Law (CIL) of the 
Korea National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA) of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea. It provides courses 
lectured by prominent scholars and practitioners in the �eld of 
international law to the participants from the Asia and Paci�c 
region. The objective of the program is to promote greater 
understanding on the current trends in international law among 
those involved in international law practice. Through this, the 
SAIL aims to establish broader and more solid rule of law in the 
region.

PARTICIPANTS
There will be 42 participants from 18 countries in Asia and the 
Paci�c. The participants in the program will range widely from 
government of�cials, including diplomats and legal practitioners, 
to scholars, researchers as well as graduate students.

Countries of the participants include: 
Brunei, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Laos, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Uzbekistan, Vietnam; and Korea

East Asia and International Law

Peaceful Settlement of Disputes and the Regulation
of the Use of Force in International Law

The Role of the United Nations in the Development
of International Law

Recent Developments in International Law:
Sources and Method of International Legal Argument

International Human Rights in the Context of Asian Region

Establishing International Criminal Justice

Peaceful Settlement of Territorial and Boundary Disputes

Responsibility to Protect and Atrocities Prevention

International Economic Law

Major Issues in the Law of the Sea
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Prof. Lori F. Damrosch

The course will survey developments from the 18th to the 21st centuries concerning the role for 
international arbitration and adjudication in preventing and regulating the use of force. Milestones 
in the development of peaceful settlement to be covered in Unit 1 include: the Jay Treaty and 
Alabama Claims arbitrations (U.S.-Great Britain); the peace movement promoting arbitration and 
adjudication in lieu of war; the 1899 and 1907 Hague Peace Conferences; the establishment of the 
Permanent Court of International Justice and the International Court of Justice; and the specialized 
tribunals of the 1990s and 2000s. Unit 2 will turn to arbitral and judicial decisions in which international 
tribunals have addressed the international law governing the use of force and self-defense under 
customary international law and international treaties, including the judgments of the International 
Court of Justice in the Nicaragua, Oil Platforms, and Armed Activities cases and its advisory opinions 
on Nuclear Weapons and on the Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and the decisions of 
arbitral tribunals in proceedings between Guyana and Suriname over their maritime boundary and 
between Eritrea and Ethiopia arising out of armed con�ict between those states. Unit 3 will consider 
certain current problems arising at the interface between the institutional systems for legal dispute 
settlement and the international law of the use of force, in particular the requirement for consent to 
jurisdiction and the acknowledged practice of allowing states to exclude disputes involving military 
activities from the terms of their consent (for example, the permissible exclusion of such disputes 
from compulsory settlement under the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea).

Peaceful Settlement of Disputes and the Regulation of the Use of Force 
in International Law

Prof. Dino Kritsiotis

This course shall be organized over three sessions or units, focusing on speci�c instruments and 
sources of authority with respect to public international law. The �rst unit, on treaties, will pay regard 
to the growing signi�cance of this instrument in international relations, as well as to the evolving 
form and structure of treaties over time (from bilateralism to multilateralism). It will place treaties in 
the broader conceptual framework of the discipline (war vs. peace), before trying to assess whether 
a taxonomy of treaty practice is desirable. In the second unit, we shall turn to custom, which is 
the subject of recent work within the International Law Commission, considering questions of 
conceptualization and proof. In the �nal class, we will turn to the concept of jus cogens (or peremptory 
norms of general international law), an idea validated by the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties. Here we shall ask about the utility of the concept—what good was intended for it by the 
Vienna Convention, and has this materialized? Or have other ‘goods’ emerged for the concept 
beyond the Vienna Convention?

Recent Developments in International Law: 
Sources and Method in International Legal Argument

Mr. Stephen Mathias

As any international lawyer would concede, the international legal order is decentralised and no 
single central organ exercises functions akin to legislatures in national legal orders. States create 
international legal rules either implicitly, through their practice and opinio juris, the combination of 
which constitutes rules of customary international law, or explicitly, through the adoption of bilateral 
or multilateral treaties setting out legal rules and obligations for the States adhering to them.

International organizations are creatures of their mandates, brought into being by States to 

perform certain tasks. In the case of the United Nations, this mandate is exceptionally broad, 
encompassing almost all aspects of international life. Over the seventy years of its existence, the 
United Nations has provided not only a forum for collective action, but also a de�ned legal framework 
and an independent agency to contribute to the development and consolidation of legal norms.

This course traces the contribution of the United Nations to the development of international law 
in a number of important ways. The �rst session will focus on the institutional role of the United 
Nations as a venue for collective action for the development of international law, including multilateral 
treaty negotiation, and the law-making that occurs through the organs and institutions of the 
Organization, such as the work of the International Law Commission. The second session will then 
focus on the role of the United Nations as a rule-maker, in particular through the adoption of resolutions 
and decisions by the Organization’s political organs but also referring to other more diffuse ways for 
the United Nations to contribute to making new rules. The third session will �nally focus on the role 
of the United Nations as an interpreter of international law, and especially on the jurisprudence of 
the International Court of Justice, other international tribunals and the contribution of the legal 
opinions of the Of�ce of Legal Affairs to the development of international legal rules and customary 
norms.

The Role of the United Nations in the Development of International Law
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Prof. Seong-Phil Hong

This course aims to serve as both an informed introduction and a seasoned inquiry concerning the 
development and current state of the international law on human rights. The Unit 1, in particular, is 
designed to address the issues of the IHRL against the backdrop of general international law, with a 
focus on their relational and contextual development: how a state-centric system is increasingly 
moving to a law of the humans. The Unit 2 purports to pose and view the development of the IHRL 
in the context of history, people and the holders of rights, and “the de�ning moments”. The last hours 
will be devoted to delve into the relations among cultures, perceptions, competing ideas, and 
circumstantial changes in the Asian region, in view of the universal application of the IHRL. Queries, 
perspectives, propositions, strategies, and ideas will hopefully run across the entire tenet of the 
discourse.

International Human Rights in the Context of Asian Region
Prof. Keun-Gwan Lee

Territory is one of the constituent elements of state. The central importance of territory in interna-
tional law is also demonstrated by the fact that territory is often combined with the foundational 
concept of international law, sovereignty, thus producing the familiar term ‘territorial sovereignty.’ 
One of the key functions of territory is to serve as the space within which a given state is entitled to 
exercise its imperium. It is for this reason that a clearly delineated boundary regime is indispensable 
for the maintenance of international peace and security.

In this course, we will �rst conduct introductory discussions on the subject by looking at, among 
others, the de�nitions of territory and boundary, the concept of title (titre), the traditional modes of 
territorial acquisition, the principle of uti possidetis juris, inter-temporal law and the concept of 
critical date. We will go on to deepen and broaden our knowledge on the subject by analyzing the 
international case law on territorial and boundary disputes. Leading cases such as the Island of 
Palmas, the Eastern Greenland, the Minquiers and Ecrehos, Western Sahara, the Pulau Ligitan and 
Sipadan and Pedra Branca will be investigated.

Since the course takes place in East Asia, we will also look into some of the territorial and boundary 
questions in the region. In particular, the questions of Dokdo, Senkaku/Diaoyudao and Spratlys will 
be discussed. In addition, issues relating to the Korean peninsula such as the Northern Limit Line will 
be addressed.

Peaceful Settlement of Territorial and Boundary Disputes

Dr. Noel M. Morada

This course is an introduction to the principle of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P or RtoP), which 
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2005 following the World Summit of 
Leaders on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of UN. Speci�cally, it will focus on the evolution of 
the concept of R2P and how its implementation at various levels (national, regional, international) 
faces a number of challenges and constraints. The principle has been invoked in various UN resolutions 
dealing with the prevention and response to mass atrocities crimes (genocide, war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and ethnic cleansing) in different parts of the world, such as those in Syria, Iraq, 
and countries of Africa. Understanding the risk factors for atrocity crimes will also be discussed in the 

Responsibility to Protect and Atrocities Prevention

Mr. O-Gon Kwon

In Unit 1, the course will �rst deal with the origin and the idea of war crimes, noting the difference 
between jus in bello and jus ad bellum. It will then deal with the development of international 
humanitarian law in general, including the Geneva law and the Hague law. It will also deal with the 
history of various international criminal tribunals, starting from Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals to 
the recent International Criminal Court (ICC). In Unit 2, the course will further deal with some 
speci�c features of the ad hoc UN tribunals, i.e., the ICTY and the ICTR and the permanent court, 
i.e., the ICC in comparative perspective. The course will then deal with various kinds of international 
crimes and their contours, as developed by the international criminal tribunals. In Unit 3, the course 
will �nally deal with some speci�c challenges that international criminal trials face seen from the 
bench.

Establishing International Criminal Justice
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TIMETABLE

7/4 (Mon) 7/5 (Tue) 7/6 (Wed) 7/7 (Thur) 7/8 (Fri)

WEEK 1

09:30
~

11:30

Opening
Ceremony

The Role of the
United Nations in

the Development of
International Law

(1)

The Role of the
United Nations in

the Development of
International Law

(2)

The Role of the
United Nations in

the Development of
International Law

(3)

Establishing
 International

Criminal Justice
(1)

<Introduction>
East Asia and

International Law

Recent Developments
in International Law:
Sources and Method

in International
Legal Argument

(1)

Recent Developments
in International Law:
Sources and Method

in International
Legal Argument

(2)

Recent Developments
in International Law:
Sources and Method

in International
Legal Argument

(3)

International
Human Rights
in the Context

of Asian Region
(2)

Peaceful Settlement
of Disputes and the
Regulation of the
Use of Force in

International Law
(1)

Peaceful Settlement
of Disputes and the
Regulation of the
Use of Force in

International Law
(2)

Peaceful Settlement
of Disputes and the
Regulation of the
Use of Force in

International Law
(3)

International
Human Rights
in the Context

of Asian Region
(1)

13:00
~

15:00

15:15
~

17:15

7/11 (Mon) 7/12 (Tue) 7/13 (Wed) 7/14 (Thur) 7/15 (Fri)

WEEK 2

09:30
~

11:30

Establishing
 International

Criminal Justice
(2)

Establishing
 International

Criminal Justice
(3)

International 
Economic Law

(1)

International 
Economic Law

(2)

International 
Economic Law

(3)

International
Human Rights
in the Context

of Asian Region
(3)

Responsibility
to Protect

and Atrocities
Prevention

(1)

Responsibility
to Protect

and Atrocities
Prevention

(2)

Responsibility
to Protect

and Atrocities
Prevention

(3)

Major Issues 
in the Law
of the Sea

(2)

Peaceful
Settlement of
Territorial and

Boundary Disputes
(1)

Peaceful
Settlement of
Territorial and

Boundary Disputes
(2)

Peaceful
Settlement of
Territorial and

Boundary Disputes
(3)

Major Issues
in the Law
of the Sea

(1)

Major Issues
in the Law
of the Sea

(3)

13:00
~

15:00

15:15
~

17:15

course using the “UN Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes: A Tool for Prevention”. The course 
will also look into the relationship between R2P, human rights protection, protection of civilians in 
armed con�icts, sexual violence against women and children, and protection of refugees or internally 
displaced people. Participants in the course will also examine R2P-relevant cases, discuss the applicability 
of the UN Framework for Analysis for Atrocity Crimes in the Asia-Paci�c region, and develop proposals 
for strengthening the capacity of states in the region to prevent atrocity crimes.

Prof. Henry Gao

This course will introduce to the participants the fundamental rules of the WTO from the perspective 
of Asian countries. The course includes three sessions. Session I provides a review of the basic substantive 
rules of the WTO. In Session II, we will discuss the procedural rules of the WTO dispute settlement 
system. Session III illustrates how these rules work in practice using real cases involving key Asian 
countries such as China, Japan and Korea. By combining the discussions on the legal rules with the 
case studies, the course will provide the students with a good understanding on both the theoretical 
and practical aspects of the WTO rules.

International Economic Law

Judge Jin-Hyun Paik

This course examines some of the major issues in the law of the sea. In particular, it will highlight the 
evolving regime of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ), recent developments related to the regime of 
continental shelf and dispute settlement under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
The course will introduce to students the latest developments and controversies related to these 
subjects.

Major Issues in the Law of the Sea
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State (1977-81), and practiced with the New York law �rm of Sullivan & Cromwell (1981-84) before 
joining the Columbia faculty in 1984. Her publications include The International Court of Justice at 
a Crossroads (1987); Law and Force in the New International Order (1991); Enforcing Restraint: 
Collective Intervention in Internal Con�icts (1993); Beyond Confrontation: International Law for the 
Post-Cold War Era (1995); Enforcing International Law through Non-Forcible Measures (Hague 
Academy of International Law 1997); and International Law: Cases and Materials (2014, with Sean 
Murphy). She is a member of the Institut de droit international. She has served as co-Editor in Chief 
of the American Journal of International Law (2003-13) and as President of the American Society of 
International Law (April 2014-April 2016).

Prof. Lori F. Damrosch is the Hamilton Fish Professor of International Law and 
Diplomacy at Columbia University (New York). She was educated at Yale (BA 
1973, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, with distinction in Russian Studies; 
JD 1976), served in the Of�ce of the Legal Adviser in the U.S. Department of 

Lori F. Damrosch
Professor, Columbia University

in late 2007, he taught law at University of Hong Kong, where he was also the Deputy Director of 
the East Asian International Economic Law and Policy Program. He has taught at the IELPO program 
in Barcelona and the Academy of International Trade Law in Macau, and was the Academic Coordinator 
to the �rst Asia-Paci�c Regional Trade Policy Course of�cially sponsored by the WTO. He has advised 
many national governments as well as the WTO, World Bank, Asian Development Bank, APEC and 
ASEAN on trade issues. He sits on the Advisory Board of the WTO Chairs Program, which was 
established by the WTO Secretariat in 2009 to promote research and teaching on WTO issues in 
leading universities around the world.

Prof. Henry Gao is Associate Professor of law at Singapore Management 
University and Dongfang Scholar Chair Professor at Shanghai Institute of 
Foreign Trade. With law degrees from three continents, he started his career 
as the �rst Chinese lawyer at the WTO Secretariat. Before moving to Singapore 

Henry Gao
Professor, Singapore Management University

for the ICSID under the World Bank. On the human rights campaign front, he has been actively 
engaged in the advocacy activities, over the last 20 years with focus on such issues as the North 
Korean human rights and the WW II enforced sexual slaves, while also touching upon those of the 
responsibility of multinational enterprises and the legal redress for historical injustices. He was 
appointed to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in July 2014 and has served as its Chair-
Rapporteur from April 2015 to April 2016.

Prof. Seong-Phil Hong teaches international law, human rights, and ethics in 
investment at Yonsei Law School while also leading the Asian Law Center. He 
serves as an expert member of the Asian Council of Jurists of the Asia Paci�c 
Forum, the collectivity of the NHRIs in the region. He has worked as a conciliator 

Seong-Phil Hong
Professor, Yonsei University

2010) and the Robert K. Castetter Distinguished Visiting Foreign Chair of Law at the California Western 
School of Law in San Diego, California (2012). He has taught at the Universities of Melbourne, New 
South Wales and Hong Kong. Professor Kritsiotis specializes in general public international law 
matters, with a particular interest in the legal regulation of force and armed con�ict as well as the 
history and theory of public international law. He is the co-editor, together with his colleague at 
Nottingham, Michael J. Bowman, of Conceptual and Contextual Perspectives on the Modern Law of 
Treaties, forthcoming later this year with Cambridge University Press. He also is a founding co-convenor, 
with Anne Orford (University of Melbourne) and J.H.H. Weiler (European University Institute) of the 
Annual Junior Faculty Forum for International Law, which was inaugurated in New York in May 
2012.

Prof. Dino Kritsiotis is Chair of Public International Law and Head of the 
International Humanitarian Law Unit in the University of Nottingham, where 
he has taught since October 1994. He has held many visiting professorships, 
including the L. Bates Lea Visiting Chair at the University of Michigan (2003--

Dino Kritsiotis
Professor, University of Nottingham
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of Legal Affairs. Prior to his appointment as Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, he was the 
Director of the General Legal Division in the Of�ce of Legal Affairs. Before joining the United Nations, 
he served at the United States State Department for 20 years. From 1992-1996, Mr. Mathias was the 
Counsellor for Legal Affairs at the United States Embassy in The Hague, where a focus of his work 
was the start-up phase of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. From 2004-
2007, he served as General Counsel to the Multinational Force and Observers, which supervises the 
implementation of the Security Annex to the Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel. Before joining 
the public sector, Mr. Mathias worked from 1981-1987 in private legal practice at Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy. He is a graduate of the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University and 
Columbia Law School. Mr. Mathias has taught as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law 
Center and is a member of the American Society of International Law, the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the American Law Institute.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed Mr. D. Stephen 
Mathias as Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs on 1 September 
2010. In this position, Mr. Mathias is the head of the Of�ce of the Legal 
Counsel and assists in the overall supervision of each of the units of the Of�ce 

Stephen Mathias
Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, United Nations

March 2016. He served as the Vice-President of the ICTY from 2008 to 2011. During his mandate at 
the ICTY, Kwon presided over the trial of former Bosnian Serb leader, Radovan Karadžić. Previously, 
he sat on the trial of Slobodan Milošević, former President of the Republic of Serbia and the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and on the trial of Popović and others, in which seven Bosnian Serbs were 
accused of involvement in crimes following the July 1995 fall of the Srebrenica enclave. He was also 
involved in a number of pre-trial proceedings, contempt trials and sentencing judgments. Further, he 
was a member of the Referral Bench, which determined whether certain cases pending before the 
ICTY are suitable to be referred for trial in the national courts of a State, instead of being tried at the 
ICTY. In addition, Kwon has been serving as a member of the Board of Editors of the Journal of 
International Criminal Justice (Oxford University Press) since 2007. He also served as a member of the 
Independent Panel on the International Criminal Court Judicial Election, which was established by 
the Coalition for the International Criminal Court from 2010 to 2012.

Mr. O-Gon Kwon is an attorney at Kim & Chang, who serves as the President 
of the �rm’s International Law Institute. Before joining Kim & Chang in May 
2016, Kwon worked as one of the permanent judges of the UN’s International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) from November 2001 till 

O-Gon Kwon
President, Kim & Chang International Law Institute
(former Permanent Judge, ICTY)

Post-Decolonization Period with Special Reference to Germany and the former Soviet Union” 
revisited the law of state succession from a historical and critical perspective. He taught international 
law at various institutions including the Republic of Korea Naval Academy, Konkuk University (Seoul, 

Prof. Keun-Gwan Lee is a professor of law at the School of Law, Seoul 
National University, Korea. He received his LL.B. from Seoul National University, 
LL.M. from Georgetown University Law Center and Ph.D. from the University 
of Cambridge. His doctoral thesis titled “The Law of State Succession in the 

Keun-Gwan Lee
Professor, Seoul National University

Korea) and Kyushu University (Fukuoka, Japan) before joining the School of Law, Seoul National 
University in 2004. His research interests include, among others, the history and theory of international 
law (in particular, the ‘reception’ of modern international law in East Asia), the law of state succession 
(with particular reference to the relations between South and North Korea), the law of the sea and 
the international protection of cultural heritage. He served as director of studies (English-speaking 
section) at the Hague Academy of International Law in 2010. He has worked closely with 
UNESCO in the protection of cultural property, serving as, among others, chairperson of the Inter-
Governmental Committee Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin in the 
2012-2014 period.
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in Manila to undertake research on responses to R2P in Southeast Asia from which a R2P Roadmap 
in the region was published and has served as a guide to the work of the Centre. He has developed 
a template for R2P plan of action in directing the Centre’s four country programs in Southeast Asia 
and has conducted lectures and seminars on R2P for government of�cials, civil society groups, and 
academia in the Philippines and in the region. He is an advocate of a bottom-up approach in building 
awareness and constituency around R2P in the region. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science at 
Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois, USA under a Fulbright scholarship grant; Master in Public 
Administration, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA; M. A. Political Science, University of the 
Philippines Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines; and B. A. Political Science, University of the Philippines 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines.

Dr. Noel M. Morada is former Professor of Political Science at the University of 
the Philippines Diliman and was a Distinguished Visiting Professor at the 
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at the Johns Hopkins University 
in Washington DC. In 2005, he was commissioned by the Canadian Embassy 

Noel M. Morada
Director of Regional Diplomacy, Asia Paci�c Centre for R2P
University of Queensland

was dean of its Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS). In 2015, Judge Paik was elected to 
the Institut de Droit International. He is also currently President of the Asian Society of International 
Law (AsianSIL). He has written and edited over 150 articles and several books on international law 
and politics, law of the sea and Korea’s foreign and security policies, the latest of which includes 
Regions, Institutions and the Law of the Sea (Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2013).

Judge Jin-Hyun Paik has been Judge of the International Tribunal for the Law 
of the Sea (ITLOS) since 2009, and is Arbitrator in the “Enrica Lexie” Incident 
(Italy v. India) case at the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA). Judge Paik is 
also professor of international law at Seoul National University in Korea and 

Jin-Hyun Paik
Judge, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

of the Treaties Bureau, Deputy Permanent Representative at the Korean Mission to the United 
Nations, Ambassador to the State of Israel, First Vice Minister and Second Vice Minister of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ambassador to Japan. He is also a Senior Advisor at Shin & Kim law 
�rm and a Visiting Professor at University of Ulsan. Ambassador Shin graduated from the College of 
Law at Seoul National University (SNU). He then earned a master’s degree (LLM) in international law 
and a S.J.D. both from the Graduate School of Law at SNU.

Ambassador Shin Kak-Soo is the Director of the Center for International Law, 
Korea National Diplomatic Academy. Ambassador Shin started his career at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which he held various positions including 
Director of the Japan Division, Advisor to the Foreign Minister, Director-General 

Kak-Soo Shin
Director, Center for International Law
Korea National Diplomatic Academy
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A Hub of International Law in East Asia

The Center for International Law was established in November 2013 to facilitate comprehensive and 
systematic research in international law, which would contribute to foreign and security policy 
formulation. Af�liated with the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) of the Korea 
National Diplomatic Academy (KNDA) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea, it 
aims to promote research activities and nurture experts in this �eld by connecting the government 
and the private sector. In East Asia, the Center aims to serve as the regional hub of international law 
by connecting diverse scholars, policymakers, and institutions both in Korea and other parts of the 
region.

INTRODUCTION

The Center for International Law provides international law education at various levels. It develops 
educational materials for KNDA’s courses, designed for its diplomat candidates and other government 
of�cials. Furthermore, it provides special lectures and training programs on international law to 
provincial governments and public organizations in Korea. It has also set up its new program, Seoul 
Academy of International Law, designed to teach public international law to junior scholars and 
policymakers from Korea and overseas.

EDUCATION

The Center for International Law develops database on international law. Some of its main features 
are the analysis of the Korean cases that are relevant to international law and international relations, 
and the compilation of the international law materials that hold essential policy implications for 
Korean diplomacy. Furthermore, the Center publishes various materials on international law, including 
reports on its seminars and research projects.

DATABASE AND PUBLICATIONS

The Center for International Law carries out research on various issues related to international law 
that hold particular signi�cance to Korean diplomacy. By conducting research on a wide array of 
issues, including the law of the sea, international human rights and humanitarian law, international 
environmental law, and peaceful settlement of disputes, the Center seeks to provide comprehensive 
legal and policy analysis for foreign policy-making.

RESEARCH

The Center for International Law organizes symposiums, seminars, and workshops at various scales 
to facilitate discussions on issues in Korean diplomacy, with particular focus on the perspective of 
international law. The Center’s interdisciplinary approach to various issues facilitates discussions that 
are not only academically extensive, but also practically meaningful. By participating in the symposiums 
and workshops hosted by the Center, experts from at home and abroad can engage in in-depth 
dialogue on major issues in various �elds. Among the issues that were previously covered, cyber 
security, transboundary environmental issues, Korean reuni�cation, and North Korean human rights 
are the prominent examples.

SYMPOSIUMS AND WORKSHOPS


